1) Does God Exist?

Core Claim: A personal, intelligent God best explains why the universe exists, why it is finely ordered, and why morality is real.
Key Scriptures: Gen 1:1; Ps 19:1; Rom 1:19-20; Acts 17:24-28.

Supporting Evidence:

e The universe had a beginning (science affirms a Big Bang).

« Fine-tuned constants suggest design (gravity, electromagnetic force, etc.).

« Objective morality points to a Lawgiver beyond human opinion.

Explain to Kids: “Beginnings need a Beginner; plans need a Planner.”

Pitfalls: Don’t mock doubters; don’t claim science proves God—say it points to God.

2) Can We Trust the Bible?

Core Claim: The Bible is historically reliable and preserved, rooted in eyewitness testimony, and affirmed by Jesus.
Key Scriptures: 2 Tim 3:16-17; Luke 1:1-4; 2 Pet 1:16.

Supporting Evidence:

¢ Thousands of manuscripts with minor variants only.

« Early dating and eyewitness details (names, places, awkward stories).

« Archaeology repeatedly fits the Old Testament world.

« The canon was recognized, not invented, by the early church.

Explain to Kids: “Lots of early copies, written by witnesses, carefully passed along.”

Pitfalls: Don’t claim archaeology proves every detail—emphasize the cumulative case.

3) Who Is Jesus & the Resurrection?

Core Claim: Jesus claimed divine authority, was crucified, buried, and rose from the dead.
Key Scriptures: 1 Cor 15:3-8; Luke 24; John 20.

Supporting Evidence:

« Jesus’ death by crucifixion is historically secure.

« Disciples had real experiences of the risen Jesus.

« The tomb was empty; awkward detail of women as first withesses.

« Skeptics (Paul, James) were transformed.

Explain to Kids: “If Jesus really rose, we can trust what he said.”

Pitfalls: Don't overstate certainty about every detail; focus on the strong core.

4) If God Is Good, Why Do Bad Things Happen?

Core Claim: God created a good world; sin and brokenness bring suffering; Jesus redeems it.
Key Scriptures: Gen 1-3; John 11:35; Rom 8:18-30; Rev 21:3-5.

Supporting Evidence:

 Free will makes love possible but allows sin.

« Trials can produce growth (James 1:2—4).

» The Cross shows God suffers with us.

« Final hope: God will wipe away every tear.

Explain to Kids: “God didn’t want the world broken; He's fixing it and He’s with us.”

Pitfalls: Don’t give pat answers in fresh grief; lead with compassion.

5) Science and Faith—Friends or Enemies?

Core Claim: Christianity welcomes science. Science shows how; faith shows who and why.
Key Scriptures: Ps 111:2; Prov 25:2; Col 1:16-17.

Supporting Evidence:

« Many founders of modern science were Christians.

« Scientific method studies natural causes but doesn’t disprove God.

« The rational, ordered universe fits a rational Creator.

Explain to Kids: “Studying creation is like reading God’s book of nature.”

Pitfalls: Don't set up a false choice between science and God.
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6) Does Prayer Work?

Core Claim: Prayer is a relationship with God, not a vending machine.

Key Scriptures: Matt 6:9—-13; Matt 7:7-11; Phil 4:6—7.

Supporting Evidence:

« God answers yes, no, or wait (2 Cor 12:7-10).

« Prayer changes us as well as circumstances.

« God often works through ordinary means.

Explain to Kids: “Prayer is talking to a Father who knows best.”

Pitfalls: Don’t promise specific outcomes God hasn’'t promised; avoid guilt about “not enough faith.”

7) Christians Are Hypocrites

Core Claim: Human failure doesn'’t disprove Jesus; the gospel explains hypocrisy and calls for repentance.
Key Scriptures: Matt 23; 1 John 1:8-9; John 13:34-35.

Supporting Evidence:

« Scripture records heroes’ failures (David, Peter).

« Where lived, gospel produces love, justice, mercy.

« Christianity stands or falls on Jesus, not imperfect followers.

Explain to Kids: “People fail; Jesus doesn't.”

Pitfalls: Don’t minimize harm done; model repentance and change.

8) What About Other Religions?

Core Claim: Respect others, but Jesus is uniquely Savior.

Key Scriptures: John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Pet 3:15.

Supporting Evidence:

« Religions may share moral teachings.

« Only Christianity has God become man, die, and rise again.

« Jesus’ claims and resurrection are unique.

Explain to Kids: “We can be kind to everyone and still be clear about Jesus.”
Pitfalls: Don't caricature other beliefs; keep the focus on Jesus.

9) Are Miracles Possible?

Core Claim: If God exists, miracles are possible.

Key Scriptures: Luke 1:37; John 20:30-31.

Supporting Evidence:

« Miracles can’t be dismissed without examining evidence.

« Resurrection has multiple lines of support.

« Miracles in Scripture are signs of God’s kingdom and compassion.
Explain to Kids: “If the game-maker exists, He can bend the rules.”
Pitfalls: Don't treat every unusual story as a miracle.

10) Identity, Sin, Forgiveness, Grace

Core Claim: Every person is made in God’s image, broken by sin, and redeemed by grace.
Key Scriptures: Gen 1:27; Rom 3:23-24; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 5:17.

Supporting Evidence:

« Human dignity comes from God’s image.

« All have sinned; grace meets universal need.

« In Christ we are forgiven and made new.

Explain to Kids: “You are made by God, loved by Jesus, forgiven by grace.”

Pitfalls: Don’t ground worth in achievement or feelings; root identity in Christ.
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